Escape to Zoar – The Word near you!

Notes

Stumbling – immediately!

Matthew 13-20-21 NKJV & NLT
But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 
20 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 21 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word.

Ground - heart
Word of Grace – seed - the Word of grace you need for that season 

Stumble - when you stop rejoicing, heart is sad, feel angry, speak unbelief and negatively then you know you have stumbled.

Prov 13:23 NKJV
Much food is in the fallow ground of the poor, And for lack of justice there is waste.

Prov 13:1-Prov 13:3 NKJV
A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke. A man shall eat well by the fruit of his mouth, But the soul of the unfaithful feeds on violence. He who guards his mouth preserves his life, But he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.

Eph 3:16-19 NKJV & NLT-18
16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.

1. Width-knowing that He has cleansed your sins as far as the east is from the west-Salvation. (all believers believe that)
2. Length-very confident that love covered all sins of past but not sure of future.
3. Depth –I will go to heaven, but some sin I have done is bad. I don’t deserve a good life, wife, job etc.
4. Height-Can’t believe He has incredible things in store for me much, much more than I can ask or think or imagine. Like the best job, best house, best wife, best husband, best life 

When you need something, make a withdrawal from the love of God by using words.

What come out of the mouth - Things that defile!

Matt-15:10 &16-20
10 When He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, “Hear and understand: 11 Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.”

Mouth – The key

16 So Jesus said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and is eliminated? 18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. 

19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. 20 These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man.”

Evil Thoughts – first one that defiles
Proceeds from the heart and comes out from the mouth!

Example of the Canaanite woman ! (refusing to stumble) Still said – Yes!

Mathew 15
21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.”
23 But He answered her not a word.
And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.”
24 But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
25 Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”
26 But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.”
27 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” (she is more conscious of the bountifulness of the master’s table rather then her position as a little dog)
28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

I have come because of your words

Dan 10:12 NKJV
Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your words.

Bringing forth the treasure!

Luke 6:45 NKJV & NLT
45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

45 A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. What you say flows from what is in your heart.

46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? 47 Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock. 49 But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.”

What is the evil treasure in your heart- God does not love me, nobody loves me. Jesus does not care for me. No good things happen to me.I am not smart, beautiful, capable ,cannot understand ,no future for me ,no money etc what are you thinking negatively?....worries.

What is the good treasure in your heart? Knowing the riches of Christ’s love for you. Believing that He loves you. Convinced in the love of Jesus Christ. Knowing that Christ loves you bring forth faith in heart and thus you speak out good things. When you need, something make a withdrawal from love of God by using words.

Col 3:16 NKJV 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
Rooted in His love proclaims all the good things.

If you want to bring forth good, the good treasure in your heart - you must speak.

Ground – Cursed or blessed !

Gen-3:17
17 And to the man he said,
“Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat,
the ground is cursed because of you.

Gen-8:20-22
 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and there he sacrificed as burnt offerings the animals and birds that had been approved for that purpose
21 And the Lord was pleased with the aroma of the sacrifice and said to himself, “I will never again curse the ground because of the human race, even though everything they think or imagine is bent toward evil from childhood. I will never again destroy all living things. 22 As long as the earth remains, there will be planting and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night.”

From chapter 3 to 8 God says I will never again curse the ground. It will be fruitful. There will be seed time and harvest time. Why –Father smelled the sacrifice of Jesus when Noah sacrificed animals.

Good seed (word) on cursed ground will not produce good. 

Now you are born again so your ground is good-heart. Do not think or say your ground is not good.
Your ground is not cursed and your seed is good. (seed is promises of God for you) it will produce harvest today not tomorrow. 

Curse linked to fruits of imagination

Gen 8:20-22
20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma. Then the Lord said in His heart, “I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.
22 “While the earth remains,
Seedtime and harvest,
Cold and heat,
Winter and summer,
And day and night
Shall not cease.”
 
When Father smelled the sacrifice of Jesus (when Noah offered sacrifice) He said – I will not destroy the earth again. Will never curse the ground again. There will be seed time and harvest time till the earth remains.

If the ground is cursed even good seed (Word) will not produce fruit. Your ground is not cursed (because Jesus paid the price) and your seed is good. Seed - the promises of God for you in the Word. It Will produce harvest.

Time for judgment and it begins with the righteous!

Gen 18
Abraham & Lot –both are righteous. God talks with Abraham to get agreement for judgement for Sodom. He does nothing without the church agreeing. Abraham stopped at 10. Picture of law.
Sodom was a wicked place and Lot got defiled. Before God can pass judgement on Sodom he judged (good way) Abraham. Abraham is righteous but has no children. By the end of this year you will have the child. What the enemy has stolen is unjust, so God judges the enemy and gives you whatever the enemy stole. 

Gen 19
12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters, and whomever you have in the city—take them out of this place! 13 For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has grown great before the face of the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it.”
14 So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, “Get up, get out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city!” But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking.
15 When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, “Arise, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city.” 

16 And while he lingered, the men took hold of his hand, his wife’s hand, and the hands of his two daughters, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. 

17 So it came to pass, when they had brought them outside, that he said, “Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the mountains, lest you be destroyed.”

18 Then Lot said to them, “Please, no, my lords! 19 Indeed now, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have increased your mercy which you have shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil overtake me and I die. 

20 See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one; please let me escape there (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.”
21 And he said to him, “See, I have favored you concerning this thing also, in that I will not overthrow this city for which you have spoken. 22 Hurry, escape there. For I cannot do anything until you arrive there.”
Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.

23 The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. 

Gen 19;15
2 Angels come to rescue Lot & family & then destroy Sodom. God considers the whole family righteous because Lot was righteous.

Jesus will never leave your hand even if you become defiled by your speaking. In Jesus, I escape. Fear attracts all kinds of evil. Lot is outside Sodom, but Sodom is still in him. Lot is full of fear.

The city Zoar. Lots wants to flee there, though Angel told to go to mountain because it is near him, It is a little one. He can flee & escape there.

21- Angels say I will not overthrow this small city. Hurry & escape to this city.

22-God cannot do anything until you arrive there. Zoar the little city.

30.Lot leaves Zoar and goes to the mountain and leaves in a cave. He is full of fear not trusting the word spoken to Him. Emotions and feelings are overtaking and lying to Him.

The Word near You and in your Heart

Romans 10:5-6

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does those things shall live by them.” 

6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 

8 But what does it say? 

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, 

for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. (Canaanite woman)

13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Righteousness of law - Man has to “Do”
Righteousness of faith - Man has to “Speak”
“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’  (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 7 or,” Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say?

How to Speak - Do not speak about challenges. If you do means Christ has not solved the problems.

Do not say Who will go down to hell to help me. Means Christ has not done anything for me.

What should you say - Word of Faith in your mouth –Zoar.

Rom10:9-13
that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

The word saved here is Malat – Escape !

Salvation – is deliverance from anything.
Word of faith should be spoken as if it had already happened. - in past tense. You can be saved from every situation by believing and speaking in the past tense. When to take to prayer the first time it is already answered. Now speak that you got it in the past tense and thank Him for it.
God has no partiality. He favors faith filled words. God cannot do anything until you put word of faith in your mouth.
Like Zoar which is a little city, the small tongue in your mouth which is near you changes the course of your life. Escape with the words spoken out of your mouth.

Same Spirit of Faith ! I believed and therefore I spoke

[bookmark: _Hlk211691456]2Cor 4:13-2Cor 4:15 NKJV
And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak, knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.

Ps 116:8-Ps 116:11 NKJV
For You have delivered my soul from death, My eyes from tears, And my feet from falling. I will walk before the Lord In the land of the living. I believed, therefore I spoke, “I am greatly afflicted.” I said in my haste, “All men are liars.”

Tongue - Little member and So set !

James3:2-6
 2 For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body. 3 Indeed, we put bits in horses’ mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body. 4 Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. 5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things.
See how great a forest a little fire kindles! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell. 

If you do not stumble in what you speak, you can control the whole body. Life gets messed up with what you fear and speak.

“New” Tongues not just Tongues!

Mark16;17
And these signs will follow those who believe: In My Name, they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues.

Speak in tongues.
When you are stressed, frustrated, worried, fearful, anxious, low, speak out in tongues first not in any language. You will be speaking the right things. When you speak in tongues you are not spewing out negativity. As you get rooted in the truth and His word you can speak in language also.

Course corrects when tongue corrects ! Immediately !

Luke 13:10-19
10 Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. 12 But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” 13 And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

Infirmity is any weakness
Loosed – past tense.
Blessing of Abraham. Without working you are blessed. Effortless blessing.

Rev1:17
 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen.
Do not be afraid. Be bold and courageous knowing that The Lord is with you and He will never forsake you and you are perfect in His eyes.

Door of hope – in the valley of Achor (trouble) 

Hos 2:14-Hos 2:15 NKJV
“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, Will bring her into the wilderness, And speak comfort to her. I will give her her vineyards from there, And the Valley of Achor as a door of hope; She shall sing there, As in the days of her youth, As in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt.

OJB
And there I will give her her kramim (vineyards), and the Emek Achor (Valley of Trouble) I will make a petach tikvah (door of hope); and she shall sing there, as in the yamim of her youth, and as in the yom when she came up out of Eretz Mitzrayim.

Josh 7:23-Josh 7:26 NKJV
And they took them from the midst of the tent, brought them to Joshua and to all the children of Israel, and laid them out before the Lord. Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the garment, the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and they brought them to the Valley of Achor. 
And Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? The Lord will trouble you this day.” So all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones. Then they raised over him a great heap of stones, still there to this day. So the Lord turned from the fierceness of His anger. Therefore the name of that place has been called the Valley of Achor to this day.
Isa 65:10 NKJV
Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, And the Valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down, For My people who have sought Me.
16 So that he who blesses himself in the earth Shall bless himself in the God of truth; And he who swears in the earth Shall swear by the God of truth; Because the former troubles are forgotten, And because they are hidden from My eyes.

The Valley of Berachah (blessing)

2Chr 20:24 NKJV
So when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude; and there were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had escaped.
2Chr 20:25-2Chr 20:26 NKJV
When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away their spoil, they found among them an abundance of valuables on the dead bodies, and precious jewelry, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away; and they were three days gathering the spoil because there was so much. And on the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berachah, for there they blessed the Lord; therefore the name of that place was called The Valley of Berachah until this day.

Find Berachah (blessing) in the Valley of Baca (weeping)

Ps 84:5-Ps 84:7 NKJV
Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, Whose heart is set on pilgrimage. As they pass through the Valley of Baca, They make it a spring; The rain also covers it with pools. They go from strength to strength; Each one appears before God in Zion.

The ones who did not escape or take the door !

Matt 23:29-Matt 23:33 NKJV
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.’ “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ guilt. Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?

The Kingdom is near – Our escape is near!

Luke 21
29 Then He spoke to them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 When they are already budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near. 

31 So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. 

32 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all things take place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.
]
34 “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. 35 For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

37 And in the daytime He was teaching in the temple, but at night He went out and stayed on the mountain called Olivet. 

38 Then early in the morning all the people came to Him in the temple to hear Him.

Way of Escape in every valley !

1Cor 10:12-1Cor 10:13 NKJV
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

